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Naruko Onsen Mori Tabi no Kai was established in 2018 as an
organization that provides new “Tahi=trips” to Naruko by utilizing
the resources of “Mori=forest”. In this issue, we asked Billy, a
working holiday guest from Taiwan, to write about her stay-

Naruko from her point of vi
EV—-2%A
£EE
Tsai Hsin-Yu
P The life in Kawatabi,
Naruko-Onsen

Where do | even begin? The life
in Kawatabi is such a wonderful
experience that I'll never have
back in Taiwan.

Never been so close to the forest,
never been so close to the river.

Never saw the clearer sky than here,
never met as much as lovely people
here.

The weather here in August/September
is just perfect.

The first day | arrived here, is the
| day when the Kokeshi festival held.
| went to the gymnasium of Naruko
Elementary School, to see various type
of Kokeshi dolls. And | encountered
two sisters who came from Taiwan.
They said they are Kokeshi fans and
have been attending the festival for five
years!

Then later at the evening, there was a
portable shrine parade which go all the
~ way to public square called “Naruko
| Onsen Yumeguri Hiroba”. It was cool
to walk with the parade, and it was an
unforgettable night.

On the second day, | helped out at a
cafe shop called Junkissa-Kagamoku
where full of Kokeshi handicrafts.

The coffee shop is crowded with
people because of Kokeshi festival, |
even met a potter couple, the husband
love Taiwan so much that he learned
Mandarin for since four years ago.
He met the same two sister as | did
yesterday, and heard of there is another
Taiwanese here! What a coincidence!
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at night, Michi san, the owner of the
cafe shop, held a welcome party for
me. at the party after dinner, Michi san
showed me her accordions, and let me
try to play. It was so awesome.

During the stay in Kawatabi, i did
some outdoor activities, such as hiking
around Katanuma, packrafting on the
lake, biking around Naruko area or to
the Naruko Gorge, the scenery may
not be the most astonishing one, but
definitely is that kind of memory that
you’ll recall again and again. Because
there is always more beautiful scenery
at every turn.

| also met a lot of lovely people,
went to play ping pong with local
people (super fun!), and the ladies |
encountered in common bath taught
me how to cool down when the hot
spring is too hot. (sound weird but it's
true.)

people here are all kind and warm and
obliging.

Not only did | experienced the life in
Kawatabi, | also learned the culture of
Hot Spring and the history of Naruko
area, including that among the 10
types of hot springs in Japan, Naruko
Hot Spring has 7 types of springs. and
they use the heat of hot springs to do
a lot of things, it’s really eco-friendly
thing!

| found my inner peace through living
here, the history, the culture, the
landscape, and the people, they all
helped a lot.

Come and visit Naruko! it's better
stay for a few days, maybe one or two
weeks. It will definitely make you find
the peace you want.
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